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Protecting and promoting green spaces      *     Improving and enhancing the quality of green spaces 
Expanding the amount of green space generally      *     Improving staffing and management  

Seeking adequate resources for green spaces (capital and revenue)    
Ensuring the involvement of Friends/Users groups as partners in the management of their parks and green spaces 
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The coming declaration of London as the world’s first National Park City is an unparalleled opportunity 
and must act as a driver to ensure that real action to improve policies and funding is taken now. 

 
The Friends Groups movement     The LGSFGN is the voice of the dynamic and inspirational grassroots movement of 
over 600 local Friends of Parks groups - the volunteers who act on behalf of the communities who use and care about 
our vital public green spaces throughout London. The Network exists to support and represent Friends Groups’ 
activities, issues and concerns, and to amplify their passionate and knowledgeable voices. We promote the formation 
and development of strong Friends of Parks Forums for every borough working in partnership with Local Authorities and 
parks management. 
 

What do our public green spaces require, and what do the public expect?   Every green space should have the 
management and maintenance it deserves to enable the local community to enjoy its many benefits.  With an increasing 
population and rising obesity levels amongst London’s children, public parks are needed more than ever and should be 
expanding rather than shrinking, and improving rather than deteriorating.  
 
The current situation   Our much-loved parks and green spaces - around 3,000 throughout London - are recognised by 
all to be massively popular and essential public resources providing an unparalleled range of vital services and facilities 
for all sections of our communities, and for nature. But their future is under threat due to Government cuts to local 
public services. This serious underfunding crisis shames us all throughout the capital and needs to be addressed and 
reversed immediately by all tiers of government.  There is also an increasing threat of inappropriate development in and 
around public green space, and the spread of commercialisation undermining the integrity of such spaces as public 
resources for all to enjoy freely.  
 
Policies   Policies and programmes abound aiming to recognise, protect and enhance London’s open green spaces: the 
London Plan’s all-London Green Grid; London’s Green Infrastructure Report; Spatial Planning Guidance - Preparing Tree 
and Woodland Strategies; Fields In Trust covenants; the Green Flag Awards, London in Bloom awards; Metropolitan 
Open Land and other designations, and the commitment towards London being declared a National Park City. Such 
policies are welcome, but on their own clearly inadequate in response to the growing green space crisis. Major threats 
and accompanying public uproar regarding open green spaces are increasing throughout London – parks, sports fields, 
nature reserves, woodlands and cemeteries etc, eg cuts in parks’ staff, increasing inappropriate commercial usage & 
even loss of sites or parts of sites to development.  
 
Pledges   The Mayor’s election manifesto included pledges to Protect nature and play space; Protect the green belt, 
green spaces and play spaces, prioritising development on brownfield sites; Strengthen protections for open spaces 
within the London Plan, including playing fields, Metropolitan Open Land, and our Sites of Importance for Local Nature 
Conservation and nature reserves; Protect wildlife and biodiversity by creating green corridors through the city; Make 
London the first ‘National Park City’; Set a long term target to make more than 50 per cent of our city green and ensure 
that all children have access to nature. And the previous Mayor’s Green Infrastructure Task Force final report concluded 
that green infrastructure must be considered as essential as the city’s transport, energy, water, waste and digital 
infrastructure. 
 
The key issue is: do London’s policies actually address the real facts on the ground? We say, in the 

light of what’s happening throughout London, policies must be strengthened, sharpened, expanded 
and then nailed down with more detail to ensure they are implemented effectively. 

 
 



IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED TO GREENSPACE POLICIES    
 
a.   Implement a Parks Task Force of key greenspace organisations and cross-departmental representatives to look into 
the level and sources of funding required to address effectively the deepening crisis, and to support Local Authorities 
and the boroughs’ parks services. 
 

b.   Whilst wider green infrastructure (green walls and roofs, street trees etc) is important it should be made explicit 
that this can’t be used as a substitute for well-run and easily-accessible public green spaces.    
 

c.   Biodiversity ‘offsetting’ is a controversial and highly worrying option. We support submissions made by Friends of 
the Earth on this matter. 

 

d.  All Local Authorities and owners of public green spaces to enter into ‘in perpetuity’ protective covenants by 
agreement with Fields In Trust. FiT already have negotiated over 2,500 such covenants across the UK and there is a 
substantial shift in favour of negotiating such covenants ‘en masse’ for a borough (as is currently the case in 
Hammersmith and Fulham) rather than just piecemeal. 
 

e. Adopt the new and additional Local Open Space criteria as set out in the NPPF, making it easier to implement and 
therefore ensuring that such spaces receive the same level of protection as MOL. 
 

f.  Strengthen the protections for all categories of public green space. 
 

g.  The Green Spaces Commission should not be targeted to ‘new business models’ but should be applied to 
supporting the management of green spaces generally. The policy should not be restricted to ‘new approaches to 
investment’ but to all sources of investment that could be effective in addressing the underfunding gaps. We need to 
avoid the dangers of fragmentation, loss of scale, long-term risk and increasing competition between previously-
complementary spaces, that the underfunding and undermining of Local Authority control poses. 
 

h.  Strengthen the provisions of the Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Act (1967) to ensure that the number, size 
and duration of commercial events (and their setting up and taking down) in parks are explicitly limited so as to 
safeguard the integrity of public open spaces.  
 

i. The management of public green space to become a statutory service, properly funded through taxation, with spaces 
judged against the Green Flag award standard. 
 

j.  London Plan open space access/deficiency table criteria need to be enforced in all Borough Plans. Consider creating 
Green Space Opportunity Zones in ‘regeneration’ areas to ensure green space policies are strengthened further in those 
areas, especially where more homes are being built and therefore more public open space is also needed to serve that 
area. Green space provision is essential infrastructure and therefore an imperative, not something to be ‘balanced’ 
against other policies eg additional housing.  
 

k.  A substantial percentage of s106 and Community Infrastructure Levy agreements, policies and funding pots should 
explicitly be earmarked for green space revenue (not just capital) for the use of borough-wide parks services. 
 

l.  A substantial percentage of existing London infrastructural budgets should be allocated to Parks Services 
earmarked for enhancement of public green spaces and their related statutory services/outcomes, eg TfL funding for 
path maintenance to enable attractive and safe pedestrian and cycle travel routes, creation of SUDS and rain gardens 
from flood-alleviation budgets etc.  
 

m.  Counter and roll back the increasing threat to public access and rights to use open space through privatisation of 
such spaces, whether existing ones or future ones created in developments.  
 

n.  Local Authority cross-departmental action to support and strengthen local Parks Services, and a commitment to 
promote and work in partnership with Friends Groups and borough-wide Friends of Parks Forums. 
 

o.  Green space policies should be included throughout all the relevant sections of the Mayor’s strategies and all 
relevant sections of the London Plan. Eg regarding the Transport Strategy we have argued that Healthy Streets should 
be supplanted or enhanced by Healthy Green Routes.  The same applies to the relevant sections of Health and Well-
being strategies, the Housing Strategy and so on. 
 

p.  The Mayor should commit to channelling and raising significant funding (tens of millions of pounds) to local Parks 
Services through all possible means, including through specific levies (eg hotel taxes) and a London-wide precept.  
 


