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2009-10  consultation on the 
Mayor’s Draft London Plan 
 
 
§ Why was the London Plan an 
important focus for us? 

§ What did we do to support Gypsy 
and Traveller participation? 

§  What did we learn? 

§ What changes would we like to 
see to ensure more meaningful 
participation  



Why was the London Plan important for 
Gypsies and Travellers? 

�  Accommodation needs addressed 
on a London wide strategic level 

�  Borough pitch targets - tangible 
for the community and boroughs 
could be held to account 

�  But the targets did not reflect the 
full need  



What did we do? 

   Community meetings to explain the policy and plan action 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gypsies and Traveller wrote postcards and 
sent letters to the Mayor 

   
 



 
What did we do then ? 

 
 
 



It was time to protest! 





Silent protest in Public Gallery 11th 
October 2010  



Examination in public- what did we 
achieve? 

�  Leadership from the Mayor  
is needed– sites in London 
are a strategic issue 

�  Councils are unlikely to build 
new sites if  not given targets 

�  Recommended sub-regional 
targets and co-operation 
between the boroughs 



What did we learn? 
�  Combined approach of planning expertise 

with community development 

�  Supporting key activists - Ideas of 
community participation were driven by the 
community 

�  Tangible focus with clear messages 

�  Building alliances with other groups meant a 
stronger collective voice 

�  Working with GLA officers and assembly 
members 



§  
 
 
 
How can community participation be made 
central to the London Plan ? 
 
How to bring excluded communities into the 
agenda  
�  Policy maker need to reach beyond the ‘usual suspects’ 

�  ‘Be clear about the involvement we want’-not just involvement but 
effective involvement 

�  Not to rely completely on the planning process but look for alternatives.  

�  Win-win concept  - making positive solutions 



�  Documents more accessibly and less technical 
  
�  Resources made available to community groups to support community 

engagement  

 
�   More flexible ways to facilitate community participation 
 
�  EiP’s to be more geared to facilitate community representation   

What involvement do we want? 


