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Why Mapping?  
How can maps be used to lever change?
ÅTo gather local knowledge 
ÅTo create new/alternative maps 
ÅTo educate and communicate with 

external agencies and decision-makers 
ÅTo identify key issues for action 

planning 
ÅTo facilitate decision-making  
ÅTo identify data gaps 
ÅTo expose complex social/spatial 

interactions 
ÅTo empower local communities



Citizen Science: Pepys Estate Noise Map 

ÅResidents identified the  
problem

ÅThey gathered data

ÅThe Map gave them the 
evidence they needed 
to take to the Local 
Authority



Crowdsourcing



Citizen Social Science: Livable Streets

Community Severance occurs where 
transport infrastructure or the speed 
or volume of traffic act as a physical 
or psychological barrier to the 
movement of people

... people who live in unsafe 
environments or areas with 
multiple physical barriers 
are less likely to go out and 
therefore more prone to 
isolation, reduced fitness 
and increased mobility 
problems

World Health Organisation 
(2002) Active Ageing: A 
Policy Framework, Geneva: 
WHO



Mapping Livable Streets

The challenge for the project was to use 

participatory mapping to explore the 

movement flows, personal geographies 

and social encounters of residentôs daily 

lives as they negotiate the busy roads 

and infrastructure changes in their 

neighbourhood.  The study focused on 

people over the age of 55.



Woodberry Down Study Area

Å The Seven Sisters Road, a six 
lane highway dissects the 
residential estate.

Å Areservoir complex creates a 
barrier to the south east 

Å Extensive regeneration.  
traditional social housing 
blocks replaced with new 
mixed social and privately 
owned housing

Å Re-development is bringing  
substantial changes to 
infrastructure, 
neighbourhoods and 
communities.



Community Engagement Model 



Mapping Workshops
We Consulted: 
Å Residents 
Å Community groups and development 

workers 
Å Housing providers and managers

We went to: 
Å Lunch Clubs and Coffee Mornings &  

Community events
Å Informal recreational spaces (the 

pub) 

We used:
Å Social media and the MHDT website 

to tell people about our events and 
invite them along 



Putting it on the Map



Workshop A Key Findings



Living with Seven Sisters Road


